[Complications in home treatment of patients with severe disturbances of consciousness].
We have been providing home treatment for patients with severe disturbance of consciousness requiring various medical treatments for about 10 years. In the 65 cases we have encountered, we studied complications during the course of the home treatment. The proportions of infections, decubiti and convulsions were found to be very high. With infections in particular, conditions worsened rapidly in many cases, so we made it a principle to have the patients hospitalized early. We also investigated changes in serum albumin levels, peripheral blood lymphocyte count and prognostic nutritional index (PNI). Patients who develop infections repeatedly and succumb to early death often show low values for PNI and lymphocyte count. The low values are considered useful as one indicator of the general conditions of patients under home treatment. For the management of patients with severe disturbances of consciousness, it is important to keep a close liaison with other departments or hospitals and strengthen home nursing sections.